                Seven Assignments for 12/11/25 NY Write to Pitch by Author RT Bentley

First Assignment Story Statement for A LITTLE MORE TIME: 
Ben Lance’s Children’s Research Center(CRC) on Indian Mesa found a way to reverse his daughter Annie’s Progeria (accelerated aging), but Ben’s business partner in New Life, pharmaceutical giant, FEELA, had a secret project for President Adams to enhance human soldiers; CRC’s miracle cure fueled President Adams’s ambition to halt New Life and exchange anti-aging treatments for political support aimed at unlimited power---protected by a Praetorian Guard of Super Soldiers in a new Rome with Adams as its first Emperor!
Second Assignment Identification of ANTAGONIST(S) in A LITTLE MORE TIME:
FEELA’s CEO, Lerner Zinder, is contacted after the medical miracle at CRC motivated Ben to take FEELA, a pharmaceutical giant, as a business partner in New Life. Colonel Lockwood accompanied Zinder to meet Ben at a Board of Director’s meeting. With Ben’s approval, CRC Director Chiles accepted a VP position at FEELA for New Life, and Zinder privately invited Dr. Wordsky, CRC’s lead researcher, to work for FEELA. 
Ben directed Chiles to discover FEELA’s true plans for New Life. Chiles discovered FEELA’s secret super soldier project, commanded by Colonel Lockwood, and confirmed Wordsky’s betrayal of CRC in her new job at FEELA. Ben’s attorney reported that Lockwood could be CIA. Ben dissolved the New Life partnership with FEELA, but the FDA revoked approval of CRC’s commercial distribution of anti-aging Hypo X for children and revoked anti-aging treatment for geriatric patients. 
Ben consulted with CRC Director (and US Senator) Waite in D.C. to find the reason for the FDA action. Colonel Lockwood had been in D.C. with the Vice President and President Adams’ Chief of Staff. Waite advised Ben that Lockwood and FEELA were part of President Adams’s ambition to exchange Hypo X and FEELA’s Super X anti-aging treatments for more political power.
In retaliation for Chiles’s spying on FEELA, Lockwood took his group of super soldiers and attacked CRC on Indian Mesa. Lockwood was killed in the battle; some of Ben’s staff and two CRC Directors were also killed, but Ben and Annie survived.
Third Assignment Breakout Titles for A LITTLE MORE TIME (Three other choices that showcase the theme and the storyline): 
ALWAYS YOUNG…NEW LIFE…MORE TOMORROWS…
Fourth Assignment Comparable stories of Science Fiction similar to A LITTLE MORE TIME:
George Orwell’s 1984 is a classic story of power politics that defeats democracy (note President Adams’ exchange of anti-aging treatments for political support and more power), intimidation ( note Super X enhancement of Super Soldiers), indoctrination (note Dr. Null’s information indoctrination of Super Soldiers for FEELA), and loss of privacy (Adams’ CIA surveillance of phone calls and Internet traffic)---and Dune by Frank Herbert, is another story (with recent iterations) featuring a desert setting (note CRC’s Indian Mesa in the deserts of Utah) production of mélange, a spice that extended life and mental abilities (note CRC’s Hypo X and FEELA’s Super X for extended life span), and an emperor of absolute power ( note President Adams’ move to exchange Hypo X or Super X treatments for lifelong political loyalty from the US Congress, Corporate America, State Governors and families of great wealth in his new Rome protected by a Praetorian Guard of Super Soldiers). 
Fifth Assignment Hookline/Pitch/Logline for A LITTLE MORE TIME:
A desperate Father used his wealth to build the Children’s Research Center on Indian Mesa to find a cure for his daughter’s terminal, genetic disease; he succeeded, but his larger plans to treat the ailments of age and extend useful life for others were halted by a power-hungry US President who---dreamed of trading anti-aging treatments for political support as the Emperor of a new Rome, protected by a Praetorian Guard of Super Soldiers!
Sixth Assignment (a) PROTAGONIST’S PRIMARY INNER CONFLICT (Core Wound) in A LITTLE MORE TIME:
         Holly, Ben’s deceased wife, suffered unendurable grief watching her little daughter, Annie, age like an old woman. Ben built the Children’s Research Center (CRC) on Indian Mesa to find a cure for Annie and spent too much time at work in his business, Continental Petroleum in Texas. Ben did nothing when Holly stopped eating, refused medical consultation, and died of malnutrition and pneumonia in a manner that mimicked the progressive, premature aging of their daughter. Annie was relocated to CRC as a Progeria patient. Ben stayed in his apartment in the Continental building when he was not at CRC; he could not enter the home where he lived with Holly and Annie. Ben lost Holly, but he vowed to save Annie, the best part of Holly---the wife he loved and lost. Annie should have a chance to live as a normal teenager and mature as a woman.
Sixth Assignment (b) HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIO using the Protagonist’s Primary Inner Conflict (Core Wound) at a turning point in the plot of A LITTLE MORE TIME---after Dr. Wordsky, CRC’s eccentric researcher, confirmed her discovery of the cure for Annie with a successful clinical trial of Hypo X injections:
Ben entered the CRC dining hall to see Annie at breakfast before school classes in the main building. Annie saw Ben and hurried to be with her father. “I want to tell you something. Thank you for giving me a new life. The other Progeria children thank you. They can have a new life, too. I wish that Mother was here. I was only five when she died, but I remember her singing me to sleep. I am my Mother’s daughter.” Annie’s face reflected the deep hurt of losing her Mother.
Ben struggled to find words to explain. “Holly died from sadness and grief, but she loved both of us. I built CRC for you, but I should have asked Dr. Chiles and DR. Wordsky to help Holly. I did not do that; my Father would have done better than that.” Tears of regret wet Ben’s cheeks.
Annie squeezed his hands. “You did not fail me, Dad. I feel Mother is still with us, and we will see Mother again. I can grow up and be a good mom, like Mother.” Annie kissed Ben on the cheek and left the dining hall with her friends for class.
Ben arose and left the building to walk on the grounds inside the compound walls---and think. The Anasazi Indians called Indian Mesa their  “Tower To Heaven”. I can have a new home here for Annie and me. I will bring Holly here for a second burial. I lost Holly, but I will see her again…I should thank Dr. Wordsky for Annie’s new life…
Sixth Assignment (c) HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIO using the Protagonist’s Secondary Inner Conflict (Core Wound) in a particular social circumstance in the plot (after hypothetical scenario 6(b) above) when CRC Director Elizabeth Valdez arrived with her young Irish maid, Katelyn---and  commenced Hypo X injections for a heart problem and extend her years of useful life:
Elizabeth  and Katelyn walked into the main building at CRC and down the long hallway to Mildred’s desk. Mildred looked up. “Good. You’re here. Please sit down, Elizabeth, and wait for Dr. Chiles to see you for an initial exam. Your young woman might like a tour of the classrooms, the fitness gym and pool, and then eat something in the dining hall.” Elizabeth looked at Katelyn and she gave a nod of agreement. “And here is Ben; Ben can give you a tour. After that Ben, Dr. Wordsky said that she must talk with you; she is in her lab, working.” 
Elizabeth smiled; she remembered Ben’s reaction to Katelyn playing the piano and singing at her home in Boston. Katelyn looked at Ben. “Yes, I would like to see everything. And I want to see Annie…”
Ben was pleased with Katelyn being here at CRC. Katelyn was youth and beauty with auburn hair. Ben motioned for Katelyn to go with him; they started walking. Katelyn made an unexpected comment. “Elizabeth told me how your wife, Holly, died. I am sorry, Ben.” She took his arm in a gesture of sympathy for his loss. In that moment, Ben wanted her as a companion. That warm feeling, that touch was what he needed as a man. 
“Thank you, Katelyn, for coming to help with Elizabeth; she is a special friend of CRC. Our Dr. Chiles will start Hypo X injections for Elizabeth’s heart problem and give her a new life. Dr. Chiles recently lost his wife, Cynthia, in a car wreck on the road to a nearby town, Far View. That funeral on Indian Mesa made all of us remember those we have lost.”
Ben continued walking. “Beyond the staff offices are the classrooms. Look through this door. You can see Annie in the first room. She is healthy and happy, now. Annie helps Nick in the gym through that door; we have a swimming pool. And this is the day room; sit here to wait for Elizabeth and play some music, while I speak with Dr. Wordsky in her lab. Or you could go back to Mildred’s desk and on to the dining hall for something to eat or drink. I will be seeing you and Elizabeth during the next few weeks.”
Ben took the stairs down to Wordsky’s lab, the pinnacle of CRC’s medical research. Ben glanced at the cages of test animals---young or old, they were active after Hypo X treatments. The first human blood draws, the separation of that tiny component from the Hypothalamus hormone, and then careful concentration to make Hypo X, CRC’s medical miracle. Then, Ben found Wordsky, making notes about something. He noted that she was an attractive woman. And she saved Annie’s life.
Wordsky looked up and smiled; she seemed more relaxed today. Ben smiled in response. Wordsky made a comment. “Let’s walk to the edge of Indian Mesa before sunset, Ben. I want to breathe some fresh air, and both of us need a good walk.” 
Wordsky took Ben’s arm. Both of them left the lab and walked out the steel door into the underground parking garage. Ben clicked the remote in his pocket to open the big door. Outside in sunlight, the sky was a canopy of blue above them. Strolling to the western edge of Indian Mesa, they sat down on a large flat rock. The view was a feast for the eyes out to the far horizon.
Wordsky moved closer to Ben. “You need to move on after the death of your wife to a new life at CRC, Ben. That’s what Holly would want for you. Annie should stay here; the long-term effect of Hypo X is not established. I will be here to monitor things. Annie is happy here, helping Nick in the physical education classes. You and I are connected with Annie, with each other, and with CRC. I have my work, but I need a close companion…” 
Ben responded. “You have associates who respect you and patients who appreciate you. No one could what you did for Annie. Your research saved lives, changed lives. What you did will be remembered for a thousand years…”
“Lerner Zinder texted me to go with Chiles and see the labs at FEELA, but I think that he wants me to stay and help him with something. I don’t want to leave CRC and do that…” Wordsky waited for Ben to ask her to stay, but he was silent. The sun was lower in the west; some color slowly appeared.
Ben looked toward the red sunset. Wordsky moved closer still; she put her arm around his shoulder. Ben did not move away from her, but he did not feel the same as when Katelyn held his arm. 
Ben knew that he must be honest with Wordsky. “I admire who you are, but I need more time before having a relationship with another woman, more time to talk with Annie, a little more time…”
Wordsky smiled. “I can wait. Let’s go back before dark. I don’t like the shadows and the rattle snakes.”
Ben and Wordsky walked more quickly back to the main gate. Captain Quick was on duty. “Come on through; I’m closing the gate for the night. Have a good sleep.”
Ben and Wordsky parted at Annie’s cottage. Wordsky turned toward him for a kiss, but Ben just smiled. “Good night. Our village is a good place for sleeping.” Wordsky backed away in disappointment and walked toward her cottage; she did not look back.
Ben unlocked his door. He did not want to disturb Annie. Lying down in his clothes on the couch in the front room, sleep closed his eyes. 
Arising early and dressing quickly, Ben walked to the dining hall for a hot breakfast. Katelyn was there at the table where he often waited for Annie. Ben sat down beside her. Katelyn’s smile was a sunrise of beauty. “What you are doing here for Elizabeth and for the children is wonderful, Ben. You’re a special man.”
Ben breathed in one long breath. Katelyn’s perfume was exhilarating, intoxicating. He had not felt like this in a long time. His old loneliness was forgotten; he had a feeling of warm connection with Katelyn. 
Suddenly, Wordsky appeared and stopped at their table. Ben looked at her, but he did not know what to say. Wordsky’s face was transformed in an instant---her eyes were anger; her lips were a thin line; her arms were folded in disgust. She spoke one word. “Well!” Then, she left the dining hall with fast steps. Ben knew that she hated him, now. 
Wordsky knew how to hurt CRC and how to elevate her future at FEELA to a Nobel Prize.
Seventh Assignment DISCUSSION Of SETTING in chronological order of essential Scenes, depicting how or why each setting is unique in the cinema of narrative and story that shape A LITTLE MORE TIME:
Main Setting for the Storyline, Early Scenes (CRC atop Indian Mesa, a tower of rock in the desert of Utah): 
[bookmark: _Hlk212474398]In the story, Ben drove his father’s old Ford pickup truck from Continental Petroleum in Texas to CRC on Indian Mesa, using the time to let go of business stress. Off the Interstate in Utah on a dusty desert road in Utah, Ben slowed down to offer a ride to an old man walking on the roadside---the old fellow declined the ride, then offered words of warning that foretold the hidden schemes and impulsive action of antagonists Ben would confront in the story. “The sun does not show what is in the shadows. And rattlesnakes don’t always give warning before they bite.” 
Ben drove on to the steep road up the Indian Mesa; suddenly, a rockslide pushed his truck to the edge of  a thousand feet of empty air. Ben jumped out on a rubble of stones; it was unsafe to get back in the truck. Walking on up the spiraling of switchbacks to the top, Ben spotted Captain Quick near the guard shack at the gate in the compound wall surrounding the main building and a little village of cottages. Ben requested help; with more help, Quick went back to clear the roadway and tow Ben’s truck up to CRC…
Indian Mesa is a setting more unique than elevation; it is a tower of rock with a moat of air, a view out to the hazy horizon, and the site of Native American, Anasazi pit houses, their ancestral burial plot, and cliff dwellings of adobe and stone at the edge of the mesa. In this tale of a little more time for the human life span, the mesa is a story of time---its ancient settlement and two-hundred-year-old bristlecone pines in a desert of sand and wind that never stop blowing.
Ben’s billion-dollar business funded the Children’s Research Center (CRC) and doctors to save his teenage daughter, Annie. Annie was one of several children with Progeria (progressive, premature aging disease, incurable and terminal). There, a cure, Hypo X, was discovered for Annie and the others---to let them live beyond the teenage years and have a new life.   
The main building housed lower-level labs and treatment rooms and a parking garage. The main level consisted of offices, a day room, a dining hall, and a gym with a swimming pool for physical therapy and recreation. The ground beyond the compound wall added the remainder of one thousand acres of pristine isolation. 
Annie’s fifteenth birthday party was celebrated days after her final diagnosis of having only a few weeks to live. CRC staff assumed historical roles with costumes to entertain: two tall cooks were Captain Martin Van Buren Bates and Anna Swan Bates, circus performers---the tallest couple on earth in the Nineteenth Century; the muscular gardener who grew vegetables in the greenhouses bent steel bars---as John Greenstein, the biggest little strong man of the 1900’s; Nick, the physical Education Instructor put on the makeup of Weary Willey, the famous clown---dramatizing hunger and the homeless of the 1930’s Depression Era in the US. Chiles announced this gathering as a birthday party for everyone present. And Mildred presented gifts to all the children and to each member of the staff.
Ben’s business plan for marketing Hypo X in the New Life partnership with FEELA, a large pharmaceutical company, encouraged the addition of more cottages, an airstrip, and an addition to the main building for childhood diseases and for treating the ailments of age in geriatric patients to extend the years of useful life. But Ben had doubts about FEELA’s loyalty to New Life; Ben directed Chiles as VP of New Life to discover FEELA’s true plans for New Life. Chiles took a small camera to FEELA an uncovered---a super soldier project at Mirror Lake in California, commanded by Colonel Lockwood, and Wordsky’s betrayal of CRC from files describing FEELA’s Hypo X alternative, called Super X. 
Ben’s CRC, as general partner of New Life, dissolved the partnership with FEELA. Subsequently, the FDA revoked its approval for commercial distribution of Hypo X by New Life; CRC could treat Progeria children at CRC---and no Hypo X distribution or anti- aging treatment of older citizens or patients. 
Ancillary Setting in the Storyline, Scenes at FEELA’s facility on Mirror Lake in California: 
After Ben rejected Wordsky’s advances for a relationship. she determined to leave CRC; she seduced Chiles to take him away from CRC and decided dto accept Zinder’s private job offer at FEELA. Wordsky suddenly appeared when Chiles was preparing to depart for a trip in his dual role as FEELA’s VP of the New Life partnership with CRC; they left together. At Ben’s request, Chiles agreed to spy on FEELA’s private plans for Hypo X. Chiles did not anticipate Wordsky’s apparent intention to leave CRC and work for FEELA. 
Zinder received them both in royal fashion with trumpets, food, and a giant tent of meeting with FEELA’s Directors. A limousine took them to one of the private homes for executives on Mirror Lake. The view of mountains and the Lake was magnificent. FEELA’s main building was a huge white structure that looked like a glacier that could crush anything in its intended path.
Wordsky used her intimate affair with Chiles to capture him for her own needs. Chiles needed her companionship, but he doubts about Wordsky; Chiles was still loyal to CRC. Wordsky abruptly left him and flew to FEELA’s facility in San Francisco for producing FDA-approved drugs. 
Chiles went  to his office space for New Life in the usual manner. But he acted quickly to look in the work space designated by Zinder for Wordsky---there were files on Super X, a DNA recombinant version of Hypo X. Wordsky was going to help Zinder perfect Super X, a substitute for Hypo X! 
Wordsky left an electronic pendant on her trip with Zinder; Chiles took that and his camera and walked to FEELA’s white building. After going to his office for New Life, he descended to the basement---pushed the pendant button opened a steel panel in the parking garage. Beyond that he pushed the button again and entered a secret lab with numbered cages of chimpanzees like those Super X files referenceing Super Soldiers---humans and animals were taking experimental Super X. Chiles noted the large dosages, much more than the dosage of Hypo X administered at CRC. The chimpanzees were getting the same dosage for their body weight; all those creatures were unusually aggressive in their response to his presence. 
Beyond the lab, Chiles could see a barracks and a training fixtures for those super soldiers, something not visible from the public roadway. Chiles took pictures of everything, but he was sweating with fear. Surely, there were surveillance cameras that had been recording his activities. He must leave, now---and never return. Colonel Lockwood was more than a corporate executive; he was a super soldier!
Chiles called Mildred for a quick flight back to CRC; she seemed to know what he meant. The CRC jet arrived after a few hours of fearful anticipation. Chiles allowed the usual check of his bag and departed. Ben’s pilot took off without delay for the new CRC airstrip on Indian Mesa. Chiles did not feel safe until he landed at CRC.
Ancillary Setting in the Storyline, Scenes in Washington D.C.  at the center of US Power---the US Supreme Court, the Food and Drug Administratioon, the FBI, CIA, and other Federal Agencies, the Capitol Building with the President’s oval office and the chambers of Congress where US Representatives and US Senators met, and the obvious locations of history and power---the President’s White House residence, the Washington Monument to the first President, and the Lincoln Memorial to the Cicil War President.
As soon as Chiles agreed with Wordsky’s conclusion that her Hypo X was a real treatment for Annie’s Progeria, Ben wanted to hand deliver the application to the FDA in D.C. for quick approval of Annie’s trial treatment---his daughter had only weeks to live. 
Ben’s Attorney at Continental Petroleum, a former FBI agent, advised Ben that CIA agents routinely monitored cell phone calls and Internet emails for more than anti-terrorism and other illegal activities; US Government employees also eavesdropped on insider information for trades on the stock exchange.
Ben wanted to keep CRC’s Hypo X a secret--- and he wanted to advise his CRC Directors face-to-face, before the next Board meeting. Ben used his private jet to make a quick stop in Boston to tell Elizabeth; she had a special interest in Annie. Then, Ben flew to D.C. with the FDA application; Senator Waite could help; he had a special interest in Annie and political leverage with the FDA.
Meeting with Senator Waite in his office was less than satisfying; Waite could make no guarantees of FDA approval, because he did not play the game of political chess that required a reciprocal favor for special treatment at the FDA. Waite sent an aid to deliver the FDA application, but time passed. 
After Ben’s departure. Waite emailed Ben to disclose the delay and suggest that FDA Commissioner granted special favors when the petitioner used her old law firm, Abrams & Epstein---but the legal fees might be a huge chunk of money. enough to share a “bribe” in US dollars with Commissioner Humm.
Ben deposited extra money in his checking account, and boarded his private jet for another trip to D.C. Abrams & Epstein offices were in a building that looked like a bank. Inside, a muscular male receptionist informed Ben that Epstein would meet him presently. In the lobby, the international directory of offices for this law firm sounded like the Department of State’s list of foreign ambassadors. 
Ben waited; Attorney Epstein appeared, wearing custom-tailored clothes; she ushered him into an elevator and up to a private conference room. After being informed that nothing was recorded, here, Ben concluded that the money is this bank was confidential information. Epstein’s adroit interrogation required him to disclose the reason for the FDA application---his daughter was dying. Epstein first extracted a one million-dollar fee and then advised that he would get his approval for Annie. Ben’s check was signed with an ordinary ball point pen.
Ben left with the simmering anger that one would feel as the victim of armed robbery. D.C. was a snake pit of corrupt federal agencies and connected law firms collecting bribes for favorable treatment in matters before federal agencies!
Ancillary Setting in the Storyline (last Scene in D.C.)---after New Life was halted by the FDA and Ben sought the reason from Senator Waite in the closing chapters of A LITTLE MORE TIME;
The FDA revoked CRC’s approval for New Life distribution of Hypo X and halted anti-aging treatment of new geriatric patients at CRC. Ben took his private jet to D. C. for consultation with CRC Director (and US Senator).
Waite advised Ben that President Adams had grabbed CRC’s Hypo X; Colonel Lockwood was assisting the President in offering senior members of Congress anti-aging treatments in a scheme to secure permanent political support for President Adams in becoming the Emperor of a new Rome, protected by a Praetorian Guard of super soldiers.
Ben and Waite speculated on the likely end of real democracy in the US. Ben suggested that Waite take the treatments and learn what he could about Adams’ future plans. Ben invited Waite to come to Indian Mesa and left his office.
Main Setting for the Storyline, Final Scene at CRC on Indian Mesa: 
Background: After Chiles discovered FEELA’s secret project and plans for FEELA’s DNA recombinant version of Hypo X---Super X, Chiles called Mildred for an immediate flight back to CRC; Mildred sensed the urgency. Colonel Lockwood directed the guard at Chiles’ departure from FEELA to put an item in his flight bag---Captain Quick met CRC’s private jet and carried the bag off the airplane. Quick recognized the item from his Special Forces training---a “kill target” transmitter to facilitate an assassin in finding and killing Chiles! 
At CRC:
A few days after the kill target item was found, Quick found Lockwood’s assassin with a broken neck, wrapped in a black parachute glider on the edge of Indian Mesa. Quick advised Ben; agreed with Quick to throw the dead body off the mesa. 
In a short time, Wordsky made a frantic call to Chiles on her cell phone---warning him that Colonel Lockwood and a dozen super soldiers departed in two helicopters for Indian Mesa to avenge their dead comrade’s demise. Wordsky’s call was interrupted with sounds of a struggle! 
Chiles advised Ben. Ben prepared for the attack by Lockwood in retaliation for Chiles’s spy game. Staff members and children were secured in the lower level of the main building; Gwenny and the tall cook stayed with them, armed with a shotgun and a high-powered rifle. 
Ben ordered Stas, his pilot and Copilot to flee with two CRC Directors, Elizabeth and Will Strangler. Lockwood’s helicopters appeared. CRC’s jet took a hit from a missile fired from one of the  helicopters; all those on board died. 
Lockwood landed men to continue the battle of bullets and blood at both entrances to CRC. Lockwood and his super soldiers were killed by Ben and his guards in fierce fighting. CRC Guards also died, but Captain Quick and Ben survived. 
 Katelyn, Annie, and Mildred were safe in the lower level of the building with the children and other staff members. 
Ben decided to ask Katelyn to stay at CRC and be his wife. Elizabeth thought that Katelyn wanted to do that. Annie should have a mother; Holly would want that for her daughter. A marriage in the chapel at CRC was the plan…
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