The Usherette, by Saladin Ambar (Historical Fiction/Noir Mystery)

New York’s Jo Reppoh is forced to leave Smith College at the height of the Depression because her dead mother’s checks are no longer clearing. Back in the city, she takes a job at the Palace Theater as one of their usherettes. All goes well until she is rocked off her feet by a dynamite blast on her way home. It’s September 11, 1938. Saved by New York’s first black cop, Sam Battle,  Jo later retrieves fragments of a note left at the theater hinting at another bombing planned for the World’s Fair on July 4th. Enlisted to go undercover by Sam and an FBI agent who loves her, Jo agrees to figure out who’s behind the attacks with the hope of surviving long enough to get back to school.

Based on Edward Hopper’s beautiful and enigmatic painting, “New York Movie,” The Usherette is the story of Jo’s travails in pre-War New York – a city filled with bombings, Nazi rallies, and dark political intrigue  - not to mention Billie Holiday shows and chance meetings with Orson Welles. If she can navigate this world – and the demands of her alcoholic father, mysterious boyfriend Carl, and the zaniness of her friend Madeleine, she may just make it back to Smith – in one piece.
